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No Ontario Prison Expansion 

 

 
 
Overview of Key Trends 

- When the Ford government assumed office in June 2018, the then Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services (now the Ministry of the Solicitor General) had 26 provincial jails open with a total of 9,792 beds. 
- As of June 2025, the Ministry of the Solicitor General had 25 provincial jails open with a total 8,578 beds. A twenty-sixth site, the Toronto Intermittent Centre, was closed in 2021 and, as of June 2024, has been in the process of being 

retrofitted and will reopen in 2026. 320 beds will be added to the total provincial jail capacity at that time, representing a 30-bed capacity increase over the total in April 2013. 
- As of June 2025, operational capacity decreased by 1,357 beds across 16 provincial jails operated by the Ministry of the Solicitor General since the Ford government assumed office in June 2018.  
- As of June 2025, operational capacity remained the same across 5 provincial jails operated by the Ministry of the Solicitor General since the Ford government assumed office in June 2018. 
- As of June 2025, operational capacity increased by 143 across 4 provincial jails operated by the Ministry of the Solicitor General since the Ford government assumed office in June 2018 (the operational capacity increases to the Kenora 

Jail and Thunder Bay Correctional Centre are the result of the addition of new units in 2022, while it is unclear what the operational capacity increase to the Central East Correctional Centre and the Ontario Correctional Institute are 
associated with).  

- The net capacity change from the time the Wynne government left office in June 2018 (9,792 beds) versus June 2025 under the Ford government (8,578 beds) was -1,214 beds. This represents an average annual loss of provincial jail beds 
of approximately 173.5 beds per year over the past 7 years under the Ford government. 
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as of April 20131 

 
New Builds by  

Wynne Government 
(Feb. 2013 – June 2018) 

 

 
Operational Capacity  

as of June 20252 

 
+/- Capacity Change 

 
Other Capacity Details | Paths for Future Research 

Algoma Treatment & Remand Centre 145  133 -12  
Brockville Jail 48  48 No change  
Central East Correctional Centre 961  1,016 +55 Opened in 2002 with 1,184 beds | What happened to 168 beds? 
Central North Correctional Centre 1,118  1,060 -58 Opened in 2002 with 1,184 beds | What happened to 124 beds? 
Elgin-Middlesex Detention Centre 382  365 -17  
Elgin-Middlesex Detention Centre 
Intermittent Centre 

- 112 in 2016 110 -2 Closed in 2021, then retrofitted and reopened in 2025 

Fort Frances Jail 22  22 No change  
Hamilton-Wentworth Detention Centre 556  467 -89  
Kenora Jail 159  197 +38 50-bed unit added to the site in 2022 | What happened to 12 beds? 
Maplehurst Correctional Complex 1,144  944 -200  
Monteith Correctional Complex 230  222 -8  
Niagara Detention Centre  250  240 -10  
North Bay Jail 110  104 -6  
Ontario Correctional Institute 186  205 +19 How did they add 19 beds without announcing an expansion at the site? 
Ottawa-Carleton Detention Centre 585  498 -87  
Quinte Detention Centre 228  226 -2  
Sarnia Jail 92  92 No change  

mailto:justin.piche@uottawa.ca
http://www.johnhoward.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/the-superjails-in-ontario-june-2006.pdf
http://www.johnhoward.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/the-superjails-in-ontario-june-2006.pdf
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/41780/new-elgin-middlesex-regional-intermittent-centre-opens
https://lfpress.com/news/local-news/ontario-adding-hundreds-of-beds-to-its-jails-with-few-details-on-new-programs
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005705/ontario-adds-more-jail-capacity-in-london
https://www.infrastructureontario.ca/en/what-we-do/projectssearch/kenora-jail/


 

South West Detention Centre - 315 in 2014 262 -53  
St. Lawrence Valley Correctional and 
Treatment Centre 

100  100 No change  

Stratford Jail 50  50 No change  
Sudbury Jail 179  127 -52  
Thunder Bay Correctional Centre 156  187  +31 50-bed unit added to the site in 2022 | What happened to 19 beds? 
Toronto Intermittent Centre  290  0 -290 Intermittent centre opened in 2011 with 320 beds, closed in 2021, and to re-open in 2026 
Toronto East Detention Centre   408  359 -49  
Toronto South Detention Centre - 1,650 in 2014 1,294 -356  
Vanier Centre for Women 316  250 -66  

 
1 Source: Ontario Ombudsman (2013) – https://www.ombudsman.on.ca/sites/default/files/Media/ombudsman/ombudsman/resources/Reports-on-Investigations/Appendix-B-Correctional-Institution-Counts.pdf  
2 Source: CBC News Investigates (2025) – https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ontario-jails-overcrowding-data-9.7003336  

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/30026/south-west-detention-centre-officially-opens
https://www.infrastructureontario.ca/en/what-we-do/projectssearch/thunder-bay-correctional-centre/
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/28298/toronto-south-detention-centre-opens-its-doors
https://lfpress.com/news/local-news/ontario-adding-hundreds-of-beds-to-its-jails-with-few-details-on-new-programs
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1004694/ontario-building-more-capacity-in-provincial-jails
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/28298/toronto-south-detention-centre-opens-its-doors
https://www.ombudsman.on.ca/sites/default/files/Media/ombudsman/ombudsman/resources/Reports-on-Investigations/Appendix-B-Correctional-Institution-Counts.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ontario-jails-overcrowding-data-9.7003336

